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WALNUT - At the top of the Sierra League boys cross
country finals at Mt. San Antonio College Wednesday, it
looked like an old-fashioned dual meet.

Ayala and Glendora each had five runners in the top 10,

woman
6. Breaking down but in the end, it was Glendora that edged Ayala 26-29 to
Election Day claim the league title. Chino Hills finished third. The league
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On the girls side, Chino Hills won while St. Lucy's edged
Ayala for second via tiebreaker.

The Glendora and Ayala boys had split the two regular
season meets, so a league championship was riding on
Wednesday's race.

"It was so close, of course it's a little disappointing,” Ayala
boys coach Steve Pye said.

Glendora coach Don Sumner was monitoring the race
throughout and knew it was close.
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"l had it as an even split at two miles," Sumner said. "Then
we picked up a three-point spread. We knew we couldn't
lose a spot."

It was no surprise that Ayala senior Tyler Reed won easily,
by a 38-second margin. But he did it with a personal-
record time of 15 minutes, 22 seconds.

"l just wanted to win," Reed said. "I wanted to start out
Questions/Answers easy."
If he started out easy, he didn't finish that way. That's not
always ideal to run too fast at league finals, but Pye
doesn't feel that way.
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"| always prefer they run fast," he said.
Glendora's Christopher Ramsey was second in 16:00.
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League girls teams ranked in CIF, had a lofty goal for
league finals.

"They wanted to score 15," Chino Hills coach Jim
Bergmann said. "l told them it was going to be tough.
There's some very good competition."

Chino Hills had scored a perfect 15, which would have its
top five runners finish one through five in the league, at
the last league meet.

It wasn't to be this time, but the Huskies did score an
impressive 24, as sophomore Aracely Rojas-Garcia won in
18:21.

"l was trying to keep up with Tori (Bateman, a Chino Hills
teammate), and at poopout hill, | felt dead," Rojas-Garcia
said.

Somehow, she found a way to win, as Glendora's Lauren
Justus was second in 18:38 and Bateman was third in
18:43.

Ayala's Katie Weitz (fourth) and Marissa Horton of St.
Lucy's (sixth) broke up the Chino Hills top five of Rojas-
Garcia, Bateman, Jenna Carpenter (fifth), Fabiola Lugo
(seventh) and Genevieve Martin (eighth).

Chino Hills is ranked fifth in Division I, Ayala is No. 10 in
Division II, and St. Lucy's is No. 4 in Division IIl.

St. Lucy's edged Ayala by the slimmest of margins. The
teams tied for second with 58 points, but the Regents' sixth
runner was Elizabeth Roldan, who finished 20th. Roldan
finished one spot and six seconds ahead of Ayala's sixth
runner, Ariel Loera.

St. Lucy's won the tiebreaker, but it was Ayala that had the
better team time of 1:38:11, as opposed to 1:37:27 for St.
Lucy's.
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